
MAARC Meeting Minutes - December 2021

The December MAARC Meeting was held on Saturday, December 18 at the Lions Club in Riverview. This 
was a last minute change of location as the new Public Health Laws regarding 50% capacity of the 
Training Room at the Riverview Fire Station. All MAARC members in attendance were double vaccinated 
against the Corona virus and masks were worn at all times while inside. 

Words of welcome were given by Acting President Oscar, VE9OSK and it was explained to the members 
that President Gilles, VE9NW had recently stepped down as President for personal reasons. The MAARC 
members thank him for his years of service as a member of the directors and his two terms as MAARC 
President.  

Introductions by all in attendance and also a roll call of those on Zoom (8 members). The agenda for 
today's meetings was presented. A question by Cam, VE9CAM if we had a quorum. A head count, 
including those on Zoom revealed that we had a quorum. A motion to accept the agenda was made by JP, 
VE9ADV and seconded by Keith, VE9ELA. The motion carried. 

Regarding the minutes of the November meeting, Michel, VE9JFL noted that the callsign for the Packet 
Station should read VE1MPF, not VE1MPM. A motion to accept the minutes with the note change was 
made by Gordon, VE9GC and seconded by Steve, VE9SMA. The motion carried.  Under business a 
raising from the minutes, it was announced that JP, VE9ADV and Keith, VE9ELA will meet with Larry, 
VE9ASB during the second week of January, 2022 to review the books, as required by the Constitution. 

A treasurer's report from Larry, VE9ASB shows no purchases made by the club and that dues continue to 
come in. If members are paying by E transfer, please use his callsign (VE9ASB) as the password. A 
question by Gord, VE1AJF about using the computer and projector with the big screen for the Zoom 
attendees. The computer and projector was set up for a Tek Talk about linking our repeaters by Cam, 
VE9CAM. A motion to accept the treasurer's report was made by Rod, VE9HV and seconded by Frank, 
VE9FD. The motion carried. Some discussion about the VE9MFR digital repeater and the work being 
done on it to iron out the drop out problems during linking with all the other Fusion repeaters in the 
Maritimes. 

MAARC Webmaster Mike, VE9NOM advised that any changes or updates to the website can be emailed 
to ve9nom@gmail.ocm with the needed change and he will get right on it. 

Cam, VE9CAM gave a Tek-Talk on linking the area repeaters and provided a handout of the same. He 
also requested that we link our repeaters with those in Springhill, NS and from there on to other NS 
repeaters during the Exercise Handshake exercise one a month. While Exercise Handshake is a Nova 
Scotia wide training exercise, CARG members from Moncton do participate due to our location and ability 
to access the NS repeaters. The motion to link our repeaters with the NS repeaters once a month was 
made by Cam, VE9CAM and seconded by Gordon, VE1AJF. The motion carried. 
A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by JP, VE9ADV after which Cam, VE9CAM gave a short 
presentation on the new UHF repeater in the Moncton area, VE9MCT. It is on 444.575 MHz with a 
positive offset and requires a PL tone of 82.5 Hz to activate it. He advised that he was at the CBC 
transmitter site awhile back working with Norm Roach on the VE1RPT repeater when he noticed a 4 bay 
Sinclair UHF dipole up at the 229 ft level of their tower. He made some inquires and discovered it was fed 
with 1/2 inch hardline and had not been used in many years. 

Both Cam, VE9CAM and Mike, VE9MTV are retirees of CBC and using those connections, made a 
request to CBC to be able to repurpose the UHF antenna for an amateur radio repeater. Permission was 
granted and a request for the VE9MCT callsign was submitted and approved. The benefit of this location 
is it is inside a climate controlled building and has emergency backup power. 

The cash 50/50 draw was $46 and won by JP, VE9ADV who donated his winnings back to the club.   


