
December 2019 Meeting Minutes

The MAARC December Meeting was attended by 25 members and one guest, Richard Osborne. Richard 
is enrolled as a student in the upcoming Basic Class beginning next month.  

Prior to the meeting, President Gilles, VE9NW asked those present how many had Yaesu Fusion radios. 
A total of 15 members responded in the affirmative.  

The meeting began at 9:30am with a welcome to all present. Introductions were made by all present. The 
agenda was presented with no additions to the agenda. A motion to adopt the agenda was made by J.P. 
VE9ADV and seconded by Mike, VE9MTV. Motion carried. A motion to accept the minutes of the 
November MAARC meeting was made by Andre, VE9ARG and seconded by Angus, VE9ARG. After one 
correction to Matthieu's callsign, the motion carried. 

It was mentioned that the date for the February, 2020 monthly meeting as listed on the website needs to 
be changed.  

President Gilles, VE9NW mentioned that an inventory of VE9TCR repeater site was conducted by Cam, 
VE9CAM. The replacement value of all MAARC equipment is $26,000.00. Members were advised by 
Ross, VE9GCS that the replacement yagi antenna for the clubhouse has arrived. It is a 4 element tri-band 
A-4S yagi that has only half the wind load of the current log periodic antenna that is in place. It is believed 
that this smaller, lighter antenna will correct the current problem of the high winds shifting the antenna 
causing the club to hire a climber to correct the problem. It was again mentioned that MAARC is still 
looking for a member to host the HF remote station that is at Marcel's QTH. It was to be a temporary 
setup when it was established there over 6 years ago. Misha, VE9GIS asked if it could be moved to the 
repeater site. It was decided that there is no room for an HF antenna at the repeater site. 

Larry, VE9ASB gave a treasurer's report. With the purchase of two large ticket items, the A-4S yagi and 
the Rig Expert antenna analyzer this past month was a negative revenue month for MAARC. Motion to 
accept the treasurer's report was made by William, VE9WRS and seconded by Frank, VE9FD. Motion 
carried. There was a question about how many dinners MAARC paid for that didn't sell. Larry, VE9ASB 
advised that there were 8 unpaid for dinners that MAARC covered. 

There was no update by our webmaster, Mike, VE9NOM nor an update on the QSL Bureau by Denis, 
VE9MUD. Denis, VE9MUD is still looking for someone to take over the QSL Bureau as he doesn't have 
the time to devote to it between work and family. A retired member who can help out would be greatly 
appreciated.  

The Tek Talk for December will be Mike, VE9MTV. Michel, VE9JFL advised he doesn't have a guest 
speaker for next month but he does have a video on HF antennas to present.  

For committee reports, Andre, VE9ARG advised he visited the Dieppe Fire Station and spoke with the 
Acting Chief to see if they had any room to support a clubhouse for MAARC. They advised they do not 
have any room at this time as they also support the 911 call centre attached to their building.  

It was mentioned that the SMART Symposium will be held in Springhill, NS on April 25, 2020 and MAARC 
has agreed to provide five $20 gas cards as door prizes.  

The MAARC executives would like to combine a summer BBQ with Field Days. The field Days date is 
Saturday, June 29, 2020. Yvon, VE1VON gave an update on the upcoming basic course.  

The course will begin on Saturday, Jan. 4, 2020 and there are currently 11 students signed up. There 
were 5 prospective students who attended the Q&A session that Yvon, VE1VON gave on Saturday, 
December 14 at the clubhouse. The instructors are all in place and everything is ready to begin. 

Update on the VE9MFR Fusion repeater.The WiresX Portion of the repeater is now operating. Some 
discussion about where to have the VE9MFR repeater in which Fusion room. There is a Maritime Room 
and a CQ Canada room. It was decided to "park" the VE9MFR repeater on the Maritime Net room for 
now. This will be necessary to turn off the time out timer as if there is no activity for one hour, it will shut 
down.  
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Cam, VE9CAM advised that the new Rig Expert antenna analyzer is one fine piece of gear. He ran a 
bunch of checks on the UHR antenna at the repeater site using it and there is no known problems with 
the antenna or feed-line at this time. It is believed that the UHF repeater is just tired as it is an older piece 
of equipment.  

Mike, VE9MTV spoke about the simplex repeater he has purchased. He will install it on a simplex 
frequency in Shediac and leave it up so members can check their signals and audio. Ross, VE9GCS said 
he will do the same at his QTH in Dieppe so those who check in on the simplex net can hear how they 
sound.  

The mobile emergency trailer has been put away for the winter at the base of the water tower in 
Riverview. There is a trickle charger on the batteries to keep them charged up. Misha, VE9GIS asked if 
the UHF repeater on the trailer might be a replacement repeater for the old, tired one we have at the 
VE9TCR repeater site. Cam, VE9CAM advised that is something that may have merit.  

Gordon, VE9GC won $32 from the 50/50 draw.  

A motion to adjourn was made by Misha, VE9GIS. 

Mike, VE9MTV presented a very interesting and informative talk on proper radio etiquette for newbies to 
experienced operators.   


