
January Meeting Minutes 

The January Meeting of The Moncton Area Amateur Radio Club was held on January 18, 2020 at the 
Riverview Fire Station in Riverview, NB. There were 35 MAARC members in attendance. The meeting 
was called to order at 9:30am by President Gilles, VE9NW with words of welcome and thanking all for 
attending as it was minus 18 C. This was followed by introductions of all present. 

Under adoption of the agenda, item #18, a signal generator and item #19, a committee to visit shut-in 
amateurs was added before the motion to accept the agenda was made. A motion to accept the agenda 
was made by Andre, VE9ARG and seconded by Gordon, VE9GC. The motion carried. The minutes from 
the December meeting had one correction, the word UHR should have read UHF in speaking of the UHF 
antenna at the repeater site. After the correction, a motion to adopt the minutes was made by Angus, 
VE9MCD and seconded by Marcia, VE9MMG. Motion carried. 

From business arising out of the minutes, it was mentioned that Harold MacFarlane had advised Gordie, 
VE9MM that he had located 2 one to one Baluns rated at 3Kw and had ordered them for us. When the 
A4S Yagi was ordered several months ago, he did not have the Baluns we needed so we had ordered 
and received 2 from Radio World. It was decided that if he has already shipped them, we will pay for them 
and keep them for future projects or sell them to a MAARC member for cost. Oscar, VE9OSK expressed 
interest in purchasing one or both. 

Larry, VE9ASB gave a current treasurer's report. A motion to accept the treasurer's report was made by 
Gordon, VE9GC and seconded by Cam, VE9CAM. Motion carried. Steve, VE9SF mentioned how 
professional and well laid out the MAARC website is. He wanted members to know that there is a place at 
the bottom of the home page to contact the Administrator of the website and requested that all members 
should send Mike, VE9NOM a message thanking him for his hard work and for the excellent website he 
runs for us. There was no CARG update as JP, VE9BK is in Florida where it is not minus 20 C. 

Denis, VE9MUD advised that Lou, VE9LMN has been approached and had agreed to again take control 
of the QSL Bureau that MAARC runs for all VE9's and VY2's. It has been streamlined and should be 
much easier to manage as it is all on the computer. Let's all thank Lou, VE9LMN and give him a hand 
when we can to help keep it running and up to date.Under Tek-Talk, Michel, VE9JFL has a video on 
putting up an HF antenna in a limited space. He further advised that next month, JP, VE9ADV will give the 
Tek-Talk on all the different battery types available. 

Under committees, Bruce, VE9BRT advised that his committee is still searching for a new clubhouse for 
MAARC but that the new, as yet to be built RCMP detachment will not be available to us due to the 
security concerns regarding building access. All members were reminded to keep an eye out for any 
place that we could use for a clubhouse and report it to the committee. 

A count of hands for members who have Yaesu Fusion radios revealed 18 present have Fusion Radios 
and two more plan on getting one or more in the near future. It was asked if the members thought we 
should have a Fusion radio at the clubhouse. After some discussion, it was decided that a Fusion Radio 
Committee would be in order to flesh it out and report back next month. The Fusion radio Committee will 
be Ross, VE9GCS, Larry, VE9ASB, Cam, VE9CAM and Oscar, VE9OSK. 

Ross, VE9GCS spoke on the current basic course as Yvon was not available. It is under way and both 
Ross and Yvon had been at the clubhouse prior to the meeting and there were 9 students present. Tobie, 
VE9XAB was instructing Chapter 3 and 4. 

There was some discussion on Field Days 2020 and combining it with a summer BBQ. All liked the idea 
of combining the two and we will be searching for a location that will meet our needs. 
Ross, VE9GCS advised that the Flea Market will be held in Sept. at the same location as before, The 
Riverview Lion's Club. The hall has been reserved for us on the 3rd. Saturday of September, 19, 2020 
which will require us to move the September MAARC meeting date to Saturday, September 12, 2020. 

Mike, VE9MTV spoke on the IRG being the organization to represent all amateurs in New Brunswick 
when dealing with the provincial government. He requested those that wanted to vote for the IRG to do so 



could notify him of that at his email address of ve9mtv@yahoo.com and please do so by the first week in 
April. 

Mike, VE1ZB spoke on the upcoming SMART Symposium to be held in Springhill, NS at the Murray 
Community Centre on April 25, 2020. The cost is $5 and that includes a hamburger lunch. There will be 
door prizes and a 50/50 cash drawing. 

There was some discussion of the many things that can be done with a raspberry pie and amateur radio. 
It was mentioned that Canakit.com has a raspberry pie starter max kit that is recommended. 

Cam, VE9CAM mentioned that the club needs a signal generator to proceed with working on repairing or 
realignment of receivers. A committee composed of Cam, VE9CAM, Gord, VE1AJF and Steve, VE9SF 
will report back next month on what is the best signal generator for our needs. 

President Gilles, VE9NW advised that he had received a request from member Gary, VE9GES to panel a 
committee of 10 members to visit shut-in amateurs in the area. After much discussion, it was decided that 
a reoccurring agenda item would be to ask if there are any members or former members who are in 
hospital or are shut-ins and to advise the members of their location so those who wish to visit them may 
do so. A motion was made by Danny, VE9DDK and seconded by Denis, VE9MUD to not form such a 
committee. All MAARC members are encouraged to visit any and all shut-ins if they feel comfortable in 
doing so. Motion carried. 

Hinson, VE9CX advised that there was a Silent Key this past week, Reg Henderson, VE9RMH and 
requested his name be added to the SK Plaque at the clubhouse. President Gilles, VE9NW requested a 
moment of silence for Reg, VE9RMH. 

Meeting was adjourned at 10:45am and the Tek-Talk video was presented.   
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