
MAARC Meeting Minutes February 2020 

 

The February MAARC Monthly Meeting was attended by 31 MAARC members. The meeting was called 
to order at 9:30am by President Gilles, VE9NW. A minute of silence was observed by all present for two 
silent keys, Donnie Boudreau, VE9FG and Mike Henwood, VE9MRH. Secretary Ross, VE9GCS advised that 
sympathy cards had been sent to their families from the club. After the minute of silence, words of 
welcome followed by introductions of all present.  

The agenda for the February meeting was presented with two requests for additions. Mike, VE9MTV 
wished to speak on the Shediac Simplex Repeater and Marcel, VE9ML wished to speak on antennas for 
the MAARC Clubhouse. With the additions of the two items a motion to accept the agenda was made by 
William, VE9WRS and seconded by Marcel, VE9ML. The motion passed. There were no changes made to 
the minutes from the January meeting were presented. Jack, VE1AIR commented on the completeness 
of the minutes. A motion to adopt the January minutes was made by Oscar, VE9OSK and seconded by 
Mike, VE9MTV. Motion passed.  

Under unfinished business, Ross, VE9GCS advised all present that that the committee of himself, Larry, 
VE9ASB, Cam, VE9CAM and Oscar, VE9OSK had decided on the purchase of the Yaesu FTM-400 Fusion 
Dualband radio for the clubhouse. Ross, VE9GCS has purchased the radio from GigiParts and it is 
currently waiting to be brought back from California when he goes there next month to see family. The 
cost is under $600 Canadian dollars which members who have purchased the same radio all agree is a 
very good price. Regarding the purchase of a signal generator for the clubhouse workbench, Cam, 
VE9CAM advised that he feels it best to wait until the Halifax Flea Market and see if one can be 
purchased there at a reduced price. Steve, VE9SF further stated that there is still money left over from 
what the club had allocated for the workbench and he felt that a decent one could be purchased for the 
funds that they have on hand.  

The treasurer's report was given to all present by Larry, VE9ASB and hard copies were given to both 
President Gilles, VE9NW and Secretary Ross, VE9GCS. A motion to adopt the treasurer's report was 
made by JP, VE9BK and seconded by Frank, VE9FD. motion passed. Regarding the MAARC website, Mike, 
VE9NOM has requested members send him any amateur radio related videos to be included to the 
YouTube videos we now have on the website. Also, any pictures taken of MAARC events, please send 
them to him.  

The Executives of MAARC received a letter from Lou, VE9LMN informing them that he has been 
instructed by his doctor to not be involved in the QSL Bureau as it is affecting his health, mostly his 
blood pressure in a negative manner. After a lengthy discussion, it was determined that no MAARC 
members present were inclined to take over the QSL Bureau and that MAARC will advised RAC in the 
near future that they will need to find another club in New Brunswick or PEI to assume the duties. 
Before we can hand over the QSL Bureau to another club, the financial problems with the account and 
the bank will need to be addressed. The executives will begin working on doing this soon.  

JP, VE9BK stated he had a negative report for media relations but that members should consider if we 
wish to have a Christmas Party for 2020 and if we want to utilize the same location as last time. Most 
agreed that we will have a Christmas Party this year and the Club d'Age D'or in Dieppe as most found it 
had been decorated very well and the meal was excellent.  

Tek-Talk. This month the Tek-Talk will be on batteries used for amateur radio use. JP, VE9ADV will be the 
presenter. Next month the Tek-Talk will be on power line safety in regards to NB Power and their power 
lines. This will also be presented by JP, VE9ADV.  



Misha, VE9GIS asked if there was any interest in MAARC members attending a maple sugar shack. There 
was little interest so the matters was dropped. 

Under the title of Field Days, Angus, VE9MCD advised that he had reserved the picnic area at the 
Tankville School in Tankville. After some discussion about the need to have it reserved for both the last 
Saturday and Sunday of June, as it is a 2 day event and the need to run a generator for power, it was 
determined that MAARC would again ask Matthieu, VE9MDB if he would host us again this year. There is 
also going to be a summer BBQ of hamburgers and hot dogs with chips and sodas provided by the club.  

Members were reminded of the upcoming SMART Symposium in Springhill, NS on April 25. The cost is 
$5.00 and that cost includes a hamburger lunch. Oscar, VE9OSK advised there are 114 people 
preregistered to attend.  

MAARC has reserved the Lions Club in Riverview for this year's Moncton Flea Market. The date is the 
third Saturday of September, Sept. 19, 2020. This will require the September MAARC meeting to be held 
one week earlier, on September 12, 2020. A motion to purchase a raffle prize of a Yaesu FT-70 dr Fusion 
handheld was made by Angus, VE9MCD and seconded by Penny, VE9PY. The motion passed. Gordon, 
VE9GC advised he has a Yaesu handheld radio that is like new that he would like to donate as a gift to 
one of the students of the current basic course. Andrew, VE9AJW also has a like new TYT radio in the 
box that he would like to donate to the club to be given as a reward to one of the students in the basic 
course. There was some discussion as to if it should be presented based upon merit or if we should give 
out a ticket to each student and have a drawing from the can to determine the winners.  

Craig Winsor, VE9NCW stated that over ten years ago he had donated garage space at his residence for 
Tri County Amateur Radio Club equipment. He would like to have his garage space back and requests 
permission to dispose of the surplus equipment. It was decided that several members would go to his 
house after the meeting to see if there might be anything that the Tinkerer's might be able to use.  

It was mentioned by President Gilles, VE9NW that an honorary membership to MAARC was presented 
by President Gilles to Chris McCart, former callsign KB1NUG as he was a guest at the clubhouse on 
Wednesday morning, February 5, 2020. Chris is currently studying again to renew his license and is the 
youngest son of Secretary Ross, VE9GCS.  

Mike, VE9MTV advised that he and Omer, VE9TV would have a simplex repeater (VE9SSR) in Shediac on 
the air in the near future. The frequency its 146.445 MHz and can be useful for those in the area to hear 
how their audio and signal sound into Shediac. He also requested that members who wished to vote for 
the IRG group to be our voice in matters relating to ham radio and the province, please send him an 
email by April at VE9MTV@yahoo.com. 

Members where advised that they could apply for a new certificate of proficiency in Amateur Radio 
from the ISEC, which has replaced Industry Canada. It is not required as the Industry Canada certificate 
of proficiency is still valid.  

A motion to adjourn was made by Marcel, VE9ML at 11:13 am. Meeting was adjourned. 
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