
March 2019 Monthly Meeting Minutes 

Meeting was called to order at 10am by President André, VE9ARG. This was followed by 
introductions by all present. André, VE9ARG requested a moment of silence for recent 
Silent Key Travis McCluskey, VE9TM. President André, VE9ARG again reminded all that 
only MAARC members in good standing are allowed to make a motion and to vote on 
those motions that are on the floor. 

The agenda for the March meeting was presented. A motion was made by Kenny, 
VO1KJM and seconded by Mike, VE9MTV to accept the agenda as presented. Motion 
passed. The minutes from the February meeting was presented by President André, 
VE9ARG. A motion to accept the minutes was made by Angus, VE9MCD and seconded by 
Gordie, VE9MM. Motion passed. 
Under business arising out of the minutes, a discussion was had on whether the by-laws 
of the constitution can be changed only once a year at the Annual General Meeting. 
President André, VE9ARG advised that MAARC does not use or have by-laws. In the 
current constitution, the executives can approve an expenditure of MAARC funds of up to 
$100 without the members vote. Last month, it was proposed that for emergency repair 
purposes, the executives should be allowed to make emergency repairs as needed in 
amounts up to $500 and then advise the members at the next monthly meeting of the 
expenditure. A motion to do so was made by Jim, VE9JRP and seconded by Yvon, 
VE1VON. The motion was passed. 

President André, VE9ARG advised that the Emergency Repeater Trailer registration with 
Service New Brunswick was changed from Tri-County Amateur Radio Club to MAARC. 
New registration tags were issued at a cost of $27.50. He also advised that the repeater 
trailer will need to be moved from inside the base of the Riverview Water Tower soon. 
Some discussion was had about bringing back to the MAARC Clubhouse and chaining it 
to the tower or removing it from inside the base of the water tower but leaving it inside the 
double locked and fenced Public Works yard there. Also, as it is on a hill, to activate the 
repeater and point the solar panels toward the sun so as to keep it charged. 

Larry, VE9ASB gave a financial report. A motion to accept the report was made by Frank, 
VE9FD and seconded by Jim, VE9JRP. The motion passed. Yvon, VE1VON gave an 
update on the basic course going on at the MAARC Clubhouse. He advised that the class 
is more than halfway finished and to date there has been no dropouts. He is also looking 
for a member with an advanced license with the Morse Code endorsement to apply to be 
an accredited examiner in a backup capacity. 

Michel, VE9JFL read an email from Steve Frost, VE9SF regarding the equipment 
purchased for the technical group. Three pieces have been purchased to date and several 
more pieces of test equipment was donated by Frank, VE9FD. Michel, VE9JFL and Yvon, 
VE1VON gave a presentation on a possible upgrade to the VE9TCR repeater on 147.345 
MHz. MAARC may wish to add digital voice to the repeater via the Brandmeister software. 



Yaesu has a half price offer good until June on their DR-1X repeater that will allow analog, 
DMR, D-Star or Fusion to be repeated out. The cost for a refurbished DR-1X repeater will 
be $900 US dollars. Yaesu has a short video on YouTube showing this repeater in use. 

The upcoming MAARC Flea Market was mentioned in the RAC The Canadian Amateur 
magazine and that the RAC Annual General Meeting will be held after the Flea Market in 
Riverview. Also, Wayne, VE1RR was listed in the magazine as a silent key. 

Mike, VE9NOM advised that the T-Shirt order has gone in and that he will bring the 
received T-shirts to this Wednesday's informal meeting that we have at the clubhouse. If 
anyone has not paid, please do so at that time. 

Former QSL Bureau Manager Lou, VE9LMN will meet with Denis, VE9MUD at the bank to 
transfer the funds in the QSL Bureau account to Denis, VE9MUD as he is the current 
manager. 

JP, VE9BK had no new news to report as the MAARC Media Spokesperson and that 
CARG continues to hold message handling practice sessions on Tuesday night's at 7pm 
on the 146.880 MHz repeater. 

JP, VE9BK also advised that he has contacted the Club d'Age D'or or the Golden Age Club 
of Dieppe regarding their hosting the MAARC Christmas party. They have the date of 
Friday, December 13, 2019 available due to a cancellation. The cost is $20 per person 
with a minimum of 60 people required. Some discussion was had about if we could gather 
60 members and family members together to reach the required minimum. It was decided 
that with 47 at this year's Christmas Party, it is felt that 60 is a reachable number. The 
Golden Age Club is willing to send home in boxes and meals not consumed on the 
premises. A motion to accept that offer was made by JP, VE9BK and seconded by Gordon, 
VE9GC. Motion passed with one vote against. 

Michel, VE9JFL advised that Denis, VE9MUD will speak next month for TekTalk about the 
QSL Bureau. 

Regarding video Surveillance at the Clubhouse, a motion was made by Danny, VE9DDK 
and seconded by Yvon, VE1VON to instal cameras at the clubhouse. A vote by hand count 
revealed 8 members were for it with the remaining 22 against. The motion did not pass. A 
second motion by Misha, VE9GIS was made to have a feasibility study done regarding 
installing a camera. Motion was made by Misha, VE9GIS and seconded by Yvon, 
VE1VON. This motion passed. 

President André, VE9ARG advised he has spoken with Tobie, VE9XAB about approaching 
U de M for a possible space for a clubhouse there. 

Misha, VE9GIS asked about interest in Field Day. Many members expressed interest. He 
suggested a location in Memramcook that would also double as a National Park. 



JP, VE9BK advised that the MAARC Constitution still states that MAARC Meetings are on 
the third Monday's of the month. This will need to be changed. 

A motion to adjourn was made by Gilles, VE9NW. 

 
The 50/50 draw was won by Frank, VE9FD with his winnings amounted $29.50 

TekTalk after the meeting was on The HamNet by Mathieu (VE9MDB) which is the new 
and improved MESH Network. 


