
MAARC Meeting Minutes November 20, 2021 

The MAARC Meeting for November was held on Saturday, November 20, 2021 at 10am on Zoom. There 
were 23 members and one guest in attendance. The Meeting started at 10:07 with a welcome to all by 
MAARC President Gilles, VE9NW. He then asked if there were any additions to the agenda. There were 
none. A motion to adopt the agenda as presented was made by Gus, VE9GUS and seconded by Paul, 
VE9PAL. The motion passed. 

Under minuted from the October meeting, Mike, VE9MTV advised that the callsign in the minutes for the 
Moncton Packet Radio Bulletin Board is listed as VE9MSR and should read VE1MPM. With that change 
noted, a motion to accept the minutes was made by JP, VE9BK and seconded by Paul, VE9PAL. The 
motion passed. Under business a raising out of the minutes, we are still looking for a chairperson for the 
Tek-Talk portion for after the monthly meeting. We are always looking for presenters. Under the Wi-Fi to 
the repeater site, some discussion was had regarding the download and up load speed we have at the 
clubhouse and what is required to support the Yaesu Fusion digital repeater. The speed at the clubhouse 
was confirmed as 92 MBs download and 93 MBs upload. It is believed by Mathieu, VE9MDB to be 
adequate to support the Fusion repeater. We continue to have problems with the repeater dropping out 
and becoming detached from the Maritime Fusion Net n Wednesday nights. Mike, VE9MTV believes that 
there maybe some ports that need to be opened up to help correct the situation. 

There is a renew interest in Amateur Radio Packet. There is a Thursday night Zoom meeting at 7:30pm 
hosted by Michel, VE9JFL and there are more packet users showing up on the air every week. Mike, 
VE9MTV advises that some of the information on the MAARC website regarding the callsign and location 
of the server. The callsign is not VE9MPF, it is VE1MPF and is no longer located at the Codiac RCMP 
division office. 

Now that the CoVid circuit breaker has been lifted for the greater Moncton area, Ross will be speaking 
with Fire Chief Robin True at the Riverview Fire Hall about again hosting our monthly meetings at their 
training room. Also, an offer from the Riverview Lions Club was made that may provide a backup if the 
Fire Hall proves negative. Mike, VE9MTV will be approaching the Shediac Fire Chief about signing a 
Memorandum of Understanding between the Shediac Fire Department and the Shediac Bay Repeater 
Group and CARG. It is believed The last MOU was signed in 1962 and has been misplaced. 

Ross, VE9GCS advised the Ten-Tec remote transceiver in the back room is back on the air using the 80 
meter dipole. He advised that the SWR on any of the bands other than 80/15 and 6 meters are out of 
range of the tuner so if a member wishes to use the remote base, please remember to not use it on any 
band other than those 3 bands. Larry, VE9ASB gave a treasurer's report. The club got $75 from cans and 
bottle return funds. It was noticed that the website still reads that dues are $20 if paid before December 
31 and $25 a year after December 31. This needs to be changed as the $5 discount has been suspended 
with all dues now costing $25 per year. Larry advised the financial situation has stayed status quo. 

Ross, VE9GCS requested payment of $392.41 for the two dishes purchased to fix the Wi-Fi at the 
repeater site. A motion to pay the bill was made by Keith, VE9ELA and seconded by Mike, VE9MTV. The 
motion passed. 

Ross, VE9GCS advised that there is a possibility that a second UHF repeater may be on the air in the 
future. He advised that nothing has been firmed up as yet but that Mike, VE9MTV and Cam, VE9CAM are 
both retirees from CBC and as such there is a possibility that their connections may yield a UHF repeater 
on the CBC tower with generator backup power. If and when this happens, MAARC members will be 
advised. Keith, VE9ELA asked a question about when this comes to pass, do we include it on the 
MAARC insurance as we already have 5 repeaters listed under the MAARC banner. A motion to accept 
the treasurer's report was made by Ross, VE9GCS and seconded by Oscar, VE9OSK. The motion 
passed. 

JP, VE9BK gave an update on media relations and CARG. CARG continues to hold a practice Net on 
Tuesday nights at 7:30pm on the VE1RPT repeater. The Net is open to all amateurs. With the new 
interest in Packet Radio, it has revealed some gaps in Packet coverage as many Packet Stations are no 
longer on the air. An ideal situation would for there to be an RF Packet path to Fredericton to the 



Provincial EMO Office. Pumpkin Patrol was held on Halloween night with no problems and there will not 
be a Santa Clause Parade this year. 

Ross, VE9GCS advised that Yvon, VE1VON will be giving written exams for the basic license again 
starting this Tuesday night. Also, the WestCumberland Club has lost two of their VE's and may be 
reaching out to MAARC for help. 

A motion to adjourn was made by Larry, VE9ASB at 11:10am. 


